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isn’t going to end with Diablo. He plans on 
majoring in either biology or zoology, but his 
main focus is to major in herpetology, the 
study of reptiles and amphibians. After col-
lege, he’s thought about working in a zoo in 
a reptile and amphibian habitat, but he hasn’t 
made any definite decisions. “I just want to 
do something with reptiles,” said Larson.
   Larson has had great experiences with 
keeping lizards as pets. He encourages every-
one to get a lizard, but he also wants to make 
sure the owner has the right information to 
keep one. 
   “Lizards primarily eat meat, but they’ll 
also eat fruits and vegetables,” said Larson. “I 
usually feed Diablo live crickets, mealworms, 
pinky (which is a dead newborn mouse), 
and different fruits and vegetables. The diet 
may very slightly depending on what kind of 
lizard it is.  
   “For water, most lizards don’t drink from 
a bowl. Instead, they absorb water through 
their skin. So for water, I get a spray bottle 
and spray him on the mouth. I usually bathe 
him once a week, which also helps because 
their diet can make them constipated some-
times.”
   “To bathe him, I just put some warm water 
in the tub, but I don’t add soap. I don’t fill it 
up very much because Diablo doesn’t really 
like the water. In the terrarium I make sure 
to take out any poop or skin I see. For Rex 
I used sand, but it was expensive and pretty 
tedious to maintain.  
   Larson said, “For Diablo, I use terrarium 
carpet. After about a month of cleaning it, 
then I flip it over and use the other side. And 
then after that side gets too dirty, I’ll buy a 
new one. Lizards can make great pets, but 
just like all animals, you have to know how to 
take care of them.” 
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his beard, chased me, and tried to scare me. I 
think of it like he was becoming wild again.”
   Senior Tristan Floyd first met Rex soon 
after Larson adopted him. “When I saw Rex 
for the first time, I thought he was the coolest 
thing,” said Floyd. “I had seen plenty of cats 
and dogs as pets before, but very few lizards. 
Not only was Rex really interesting, but so 
was seeing Larson take care of him.” Larson 
kept Rex for eight years, and took a break 
from keeping lizards after his passing.
   In spring of 2019, Larson’s mom told him 
about her friend’s son who wanted to give up 
his bearded dragon. “I wasn’t planning on 
getting another lizard, but I knew I would 
be a good home for him,” said Larson. “The 
previous owner had owned him for two years 
and had also named him Rex, but I changed 
his name to Diablo. Sometimes I call him 
Bubby as a pet name. I let him outside of his 
cage just like I did for Rex.  
   “Sometimes while he’s crawling around, I’ll 
just sit back and watch some lizard videos. If 
we go outside, I make sure to keep a close eye 
on him so he won’t go wild like Rex would.”
   When senior Garrett Martin first saw 
Diablo, he was amazed by both the lizard 
and Larson’s job as the owner. “The first time 
I saw Diablo was the summer between our 
sophomore and junior year,” said Martin. “He 
brought out Diablo from his cage and let him 
crawl on my arms. I saw how much care and 
attention to detail Larson puts into his pets, 
but more specifically, to Diablo. I’ve never 
seen someone with such a passion for these 
animals. Most people try to repel animals like 
snakes, lizards, and frogs, but Larson is fasci-
nated with them. I hope that his passion for 
reptiles never goes away because it is amazing 
to see how much he really cares for them.”
   Larson’s love of reptiles and amphibians 

CoLD, SCALy, DINoSAuR-LIke, 
and ugly are some of the first 
thoughts people have when they 
think of lizards. Senior Connor 

Larson, however, would describe them as 
pets. Big claws, long tails, and lots of scales 
are a few of Larson’s favorite qualities of 
lizards.
   Larson had his first main encounter with 
lizards while he was in the second grade. 
“one day, Cole Baldwin brought in his beard-
ed dragon to show the class,” said Larson. 
    “Cole started a trend with lizards that year 
because everyone started getting one as a pet. 
After school that day, I talked to my mom 
about getting a bearded dragon, but she said 
I should start with something a little smaller 
first. Later that year, I got lucky and found a 
green anole [lizard] in a Christmas wreath. 
I named it kevin, even though she ended up 
being a girl. For a home I used an old fish 
tank, and I put a stick inside for kevin to 
climb around on. I also put a heating lamp 
above it so she would stay warm.”
   unfortunately, kevin passed away the fol-
lowing spring. During this lizard-transition 
period, Larson continued to improve his 
knowledge of reptiles and by reading books 
and looking up facts. When summer came, 
Larson and his family were ready for him to 
keep another lizard. This time it would be a 
bearded dragon.
   Larson named the bearded dragon Rex and 
bought a bigger cage. “When third grade 
started, I knew I was going to want to show 
Rex to everyone,” said Larson. “At home, I 
would let him out of his cage to just crawl 
around. one time, I let him go outside, but 
that was a bad idea. He went a little too far 
from the house and started acting weird. He 
started running around really fast, puffed up 
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Above: Connor Larson’s pet Bearded Dragon, Diablo wears an orange-peel toupee. Larson acquired 
Diablo in the spring of 2019. Photo by Connor Larson.


